JUDGE O’HARA 
IS GIVEN SHAW 



PpRJlffiY CASE 

Ex^DA Aide Accused of 
Revealing Trial Memo 



By CLARENCE DOUCET 
Despite the acquittal of Clay 
L. Shaw, the echoing effects of 
District Attorney Jim Garrison’s 
assassination probe continued 
on several fronts Tuesday as: 
— Thomas Bethe ll, a former 
inveklKlUbr iff" Garrison, was 
charged with unlawful use of 
movable property for allegedly 
showing the state’s trial memo- 
randum in the Shaw case to a 
Shaw attorney last August 
—The newly-filed charge of 
perjury against Shaw was al- 
lotted to Criminal District 
Court Judge Malcom V. 
O’Hara, onetime political foe 
of Garrison who was defeated 
by Garrison in 1965 in the DA 
race. 

—An assistant DA who played 
a major role in the presentation 
of the state’s case in the Shaw 
trial told The Times-Picayune 
he has no plans of resigning and 
has no knowledge of any other 
assistant DA who plans to re- 
sign as part of the aftermath 
of Shaw’s acquittal. 

RESEARCH SPECIALIST 
Bethell, who joined the Garri- 
son staff in June, 1967, was 
a research specialist during the 
probe. He concentrated his 
-study on documents on file at 
the National Archives in Wash- 
ington, D.C., in relation to the 
assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy as well as the 26 
volumes of the Warren Com- 
mission Report. 

Bethell, a former London 
school teacher, appeared at 
the office of the Clerk of 
Court for the Criminal Dis- 
trict Court about 3 p.m. Tues- 
day. He was released on his 
own recognizance. 

He said he had no statement 
to make concerning the charge. 

The charge was contained in 
a hill of information submit- 
ted by William R. Alford Jr., 
assistant district attorney.. 

It alleges that between Aug. 

1 and Aug. 31, 1968,. Bethell “did 
unlawfully and intentionally 
take, use and transfer to one 
Salvatore Panzeca, an attorney 1 
representing Clay L. Shaw, a 
trial memorandum and outline 
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Drawing Is Held to Select Shaw Judge 



DANIEL A. HAGGERTY (second from right), charges. From the lefTare" Hen^Sexander, 
administrative assistant to the clerk of crim- Haggerty’s administrative assistant; Andrew 

Inal court, shuffles bits of paper shortly be- J. Sciambra, assistant district attorney; Hag- 

fore Tuesday’s drawing to select a criminal gerty, and Michael Karmazin, assistant dls- 

judgc to try Clay L. Shaw on perjury trlct attorney. 



SHAW CASE GOES TO O'HARA 



Con tinued from Page 1 
which contained the names and 
described the substance of the 
testimony of each state witness 
to be called in the case . . 

MAXIMUM PENALTY * 

Maximum penalty under the 
charge alleged to Bethell would 
be a $100 fine or six months in 
jail. The law involved pertains 
to the taking of property with 
no intention of depriving the 
owner of it permanently. 

Shaw was acquitted by the 
unanimous vote of a 12-man 
jury early last Saturday on 
the jury’s first ballot follow- 
ing a 40-day trial. The jury 
deliberated less than an hour. 

He was charged with having 
participated with Lee Harvey 
Oswald and David W. Feme 
in a conspiracy to murder 
President Kennedy. 

The Warren Commission 



ruled that Oswald, acting alone, 
killed the President. 

Monday afternoon Garrison 
lodged his bill of information 
against Shaw charging Jrim with 
two counts of perjury stemming 
from his testimony during the 
trial when he denied knowing 
either Oswald or Perrie. 

ALLOTTED TO O’HARA 
* Shaw’s perjtuy case - was al- 
lotted to Judge O’Hara by 
chance,, in a drawing of folded 
pieces of paper from an en- 
velope. Daniel A. Haggerty, ad- 
ministrative assistant toY the 
clerk of court. 

Judge O'Hara, In addition 
to having opposed Garrison in 
an election for district attor- 
ney, was one of the three 












judges which bound Shaw over 
for trial on the conspiracy 
charge as a result of a March, 
1987, preliminary hearing. 
Garrison and Judge O’Hara 
were both assistsant DA’s in the 
late 1950s under DA Leon Hu- 
bert. Hubert was one of the 
counsels of the Warren Com- 
mission. 

According to Judge O’Hara, 
if Shaw’s case comes to trial, 
it will be before a 12-man jury 
and a “guilty” vote from nine 
of the 12 jurors will be needed 
for conviction. 

The crime carries a sentence 
of up to 10 years. 

NO COMMENT ON CASE 
He said he has not had time 
to study the charge and could 
niake no comment on the case. 

Assistant DA Alvin V. Oser 
was contacted Tuesday after- 
noon and asked about reports 
from the criminal courthouse 
that one or more top Garrison 
aides were threatening to re- 
sign In yiew of Shaw's acquit- 
tal and the subsequent filing 
of the perjury charges. 

Oser acknowledged that there 
were rumors flying, all over the 
courtluNise building bu| he said 
he had no plans to resign and 
he knew of no one in the DA's 
office ,who jfcas planning to offer 



Garrison could not be reached 
for comment. 

In Tampa. Fla., meanwhile, 
another person charged with ly- 
ing to Garrison demanded trial. 
Kerry Thomley, a 30-year-old 
free-lance , writer. wa 8 charged 
with perjury last April during 
Garrison’s investigation. He has 
tagged the charge as “ridicu- 



tion of the bar association 
being negligent or derelict in 
not investigating a situation 
where action may seem war- 
ranted. 

“We simply have no juris- 
diction.” 

Hall’s statement was released 
in New Orleans by the associa- 
tion’s office. 

It came , in reply \o a sugges- 
tion by William T.‘ Gossett of 
Detroit, Mich., president of the 
American Bar Association, that 
the state bar group investigate 
Garrison. 

Hall said such action might 
be possible in other states, but 
not in Louisiana. Elected offi- 
cials in judicial or other legal 
posts, he said; are not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the state 
bar association. 



lous.” 
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NO JURISDICTION 



In another development, the ' 
president of the Louisiana State 
Bar Association said the associ- 1 
ation has no power to investi- 
gate Garrison’s actions. 

George B. r HalL of Aiexan- 
dri f* toe LSBA president, said: 

‘ It is important that every- 
one know that ft is not a ques- 



